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Renewable energies in Iraq: Leveraging the po-
tential of solar power for a greener future 
Supporting investments in solar power can help Iraq provide a constant electricity supply 

for its citizens as well as boost economic growth. 
 

The Iraqi context 

Iraq has one of the highest solar irradiation levels in the world, ac-

cording to a study conducted by the trade association of the Ger-

man solar energy industry on behalf of GIZ in 2023. The country’s 

abundant sunlight provides the basis for solar energy production. 

This would help meet the country’s growing energy needs, espe-

cially at a time when the impacts of climate change are becoming 

more and more obvious, urging governments to move away from 

fossil fuels. At the same time, renewable energies offer great po-

tential for job creation in the fields of photovoltaic installation and 

maintenance.  

Our approach 

GIZ has supported a holistic approach to photovoltaic (PV), espe-

cially with regard to private sector development: 

• Data analyses: In 2021, GIZ, together with governmental 

partners, identified the PV sector as a key area for job crea-

tion. Based on that, the trade association of the German so-

lar energy industry conducted a survey among key stake-

holders to suggest interventions to fully leverage the PV 

sector’s potential in sustainable job creation.  

In Anbar, we are currently carrying out a study on the sys-

tematic use of renewable energy sources for supplying pub-

lic buildings. In particular, we are looking at on-grid, grid-

connected and off-grid solar installations.  

Lastly, a study on the demand for and supply of Green Fi-

nance – for example, loans for renewable energy 

investments such as PV panels for households and busi-

nesses – will be kicked off soon. 

• Technical know-how: We supported the establishment of 

three PV training centers in Baghdad, Basrah and Sulay-

maniyah with equipment and capacity development for 

trainers who now train future experts in PV installation and 

maintenance. GIZ has also offered several courses to train 

qualified professionals throughout the country.  

Furthermore, we worked with MSMEs to assess their needs 

and identify suitable renewable energy solutions. 

• Business support: We also supported Chambers of Com-

merce to build their PV-related expertise. Thus, they can de-

velop targeted support offers for their members when it 

comes to supporting business startups, especially in devel-

oping business models, and representing the interests of the 

PV sector to the government. 

• Business integrity: With support from the OECD, we pro-

moted business integrity in the electricity sector. Surveys, 

public-private dialogues and other formats were designed 

to include various stakeholder perspectives in policy pro-

cesses relating to the electricity sector. 

Further resources 

• Activity overviews and interviews: 

https://www.giz.de/en/down-

loads_els/2023_PSD_PV%20Success%20Story%20Book.pdf 

• Solar Iraq – an online knowledge hub on PV in Iraq: 

https://solar-iraq.com/  
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